Subject Application of new grazing systems to increase market value of milk

Animal welfare Background

Nieuw Nederlands Weiden (‘Grazing New Dutch Style’) is the solution for dairy farmers who want to convert more fresh grass into milk, with a simple
and easy-to-fitsystem. This system is convenientfor both dairy farmer and cow, because itis clear to both where they standevery day.

/ How does the strategy work? \ Positive features

Nieuw Nederlands Weiden works with five 'standard' output situations. Each situation describes howto set up 1. Optimal and specific use of own land
grazingina simpleand good way on the dairyfarm.These baselinesituationsarebased on the size of the farm plot 2. Simpleand practicalapplication

and the stocking density (maximum number of cows per hectare of grassland). This initial situation forms a so-called 3. Contributes to seeing the cow inthe pasture
Platformon which partis mowed (Mowing Platform)and part is grazed (Grazing Platform). These Platforms are and social acceptance of raising dairy cattle
characterised as XL, L, M, S or XS (non-mowing). Using the diagrambelow (Figure 1), the farmer firstdetermines his 4. Ifproperlyimplemented, this strategy
platform. contributes to animal welfare

5. Withinsome dairies' programmes, additional

premiums can be given for the above points
6. Contributes to possiblereduction of milk
costs and higher value of delivered milk
7. Withinsome programs or by experts,
2 4 6 8 8 coachingcan be offered to be even more
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Figure 1: Schematic representation Assessment of the method

of the different platforms

Economic

resilience
After determining your platform,three steps must be followed to apply Nieuw Nederlands Weiden effectively.

Readiness and 4 . -
The three steps of ‘Nieuw Nederlands Weiden' acceptability Social resilience
1 Divideyour home lotonce into plots of equal size (using flexible threads)
2 Mow every 4-5-6 weeks and choose your plots in your Grazing Platform ‘ ‘
3. Allocatea new plot to your cows every day by rotating on your Grazing Platform Other societal Technical
perception efficiency

Table 1 shows how subsequently an allocated home lotcan be managed by adjusting grazingand mowing to available
plots and condition of the grass (grass growth). Grazingis done by rotating cows on the allocated grazing plots (see Animal welfare Environment
Figures 2 and 3). and health

Table 1: Plot numbers with matching mowing and grazing management. Adjustment should be made if the grass length is either
too long or too short due to the length of the rotation. This makes it possible to compensate for shortfalls, or allow the grass to
regrow.

e SCOre experts e Score dairy farmer

Grazing Mowing Mowing strategy Grazing time Grazing strategy Adapting supplementary

(# plots) (# plots) (hour) feeding to supplementary
growth

W (owing)

XL 8x2.5 ha 16 x 2.5 ha Every 4-6 weeks Day and night > 12 Morning and evening 2-8kg DM / cow / day
(5 times) new plot

L 6 x 2.5 ha 6 x 2.5 ha Every 4-6 weeks On average 10 For growth >80 kg DM day Adapt supplementary feeding
(5 times) and night grazing > 12 hours to supplementary growth:

5-10 kg DM per cow/day

G (razing)
M 5x2.5 ha, 3x2.5 ha, Every 4-6 weeks On average 8 - Adjust supplementary feeding Figure 2: Example of layout and
later to 6 later to 2 (5 times) to supplementary growth: 7-11 rotation for the L-type platform.
kg DM per cow/day PP
|
S 4x2.5 ha 2x2.5ha Every 4-6 weeks On average 6-7 - Adjust supplementary feeding
(5/6 times) to supplementary growth: 8-12
kg DM per cow/day
XS 6 x2.5 ha - All plots mowed 2 On average 10 For growth >80 kg DM day Adjust supplementary feeding
times fully and night grazing > 12 hours. to supplementary growth: 5-10 G (razing)
After fully mowing, kg DM per cow/day

Figure 3: Example of layout and

2 rounds of no grazin
g J rotation for the XS-type platform.

Be alert to the following:

Quote of the farmer:

Fertilise pasture plots with slurry 4-6 weeks before you startgrazingand after you have moved "Don 't think, jUSt dO.’"
out the cows from a grazing platformfor the firsttime. For all platforms, ensurethatthe
shearing height of the grassis notless than8cm.

Sources: Stichting Weidegang; www.stichtingweidegang.nl
New Dutch Meadows: publication by collaboration of Stichting Weidegang, ZuivelNL, Veenweiden Innovatiecentrum and Wageningen University and Research
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