
③ Which kind of individual results?
Figures for each indicator will be produced, with an evaluation (favourable, neutral, unfavourable for biodiversity). Individual 
results are given farmers in individual reports, with a comment for each major type of indicators, and a conclusion.

    

② How do evaluation processes typically work?
On the farm, qualitative/quantitative data are collected via (semi-
structured) interviews with the farmer, use of actual farm data and 
agroecological structures (AES) such as hedges, bushes, streams are 
measured on the farm field pattern. Within different monitoring 
systems, different indicators can be identified that matter or are 
assessed. Below are typically occurring indicators:

①Why looking after biodiversity on farm?
Biodiversity provides crucial services to 
agriculture. Below are some examples :

Due to their influence on lands and landscapes, 
farmers can have a key role in preserving 
ordinary biodiversity. 

Biodiversity monitoring – 
A way to assess the impact of farming practices on ordinary biodiversity 

Quote of a farmer:
“We will keep doing things the way we have always done them, but 

with biodiversity of our farm in mind”

Background
Across Europe multiple evaluation processes assess the impact of farming practices on ordinary biodiversity, 
using indirect indicators. Through an inventory of agricultural practices and agroecological structure, 
conclusions can be made on the impact of the farm on ordinary biodiversity. This allows for farmers to talk 
about biodiversity within a structured framework through the example of their farm. Within the dairy chain, 
tools are available to effectively use these processes to set up an action plan to preserve biodiversity on and 
around the farm. 

④ How to use the results?

Target setting, monitoring and certification: within programs, farmers may be able to set short- and long-term targets 
with regards to improving biodiversity. These can be established through a base assessment and monitoring over time. In 
case packages have been defined for specific biodiversity aspects (see box 2), certification only applies if specific 
conditions are met.

Individual advice: adjust agricultural practices to improve effects on ordinary biodiversity, for example: 
rebuild connections between AES (especially around livestock buildings), trim hedges and forest 

margins less frequently, delay mowing of some natural grasslands, cultivate more species,... 

Scenario benchmarking: farmers are able to compare their farm’s results to those of other farms

Facilitation for farmers group : discuss, share feedbacks on practices, set up action plans at territory scale. 

R4D has received funding from the European Union’s 
Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under 
grant agreement N° 101000770.

Assessment of the method
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Fore more information about available tools: french tool BIOTEX, 
Dutch system: Dutch Biodiversity Monitor
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https://biodiversite.educagri.fr/files/BiotexUneDemarcheDEvaluationMulticritere_fichier_biotex-1.pdf
https://biodiversiteitsmonitor.nl/docs/Biodiversiteitsmonitor_engels.pdf


BIOTEX – A way to assess the impact of farming practices on ordinary biodiversity 

Appendix : Example of the two first pages of an individual report
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