
What services are available?
Financial and insurance services are essential for the management and sustainability of dairy farming operations. These
services encompass farm financing, operational credit, insurance products, risk management, investment advice,
retirement and succession planning, tax planning, financial analysis, as well as guidance on government programmes and
grants, and business consulting.

Legal and compliance consultants are integral to dairy farming operations, especially when it comes to navigating the
complex legal and regulatory landscape of agriculture, particularly within the livestock sector.

Breeding consultants are pivotal in improving the genetic quality and productivity of dairy herds. They assess the genetic
composition of the herd and select animals for breeding based on desirable traits. These consultants often provide
expertise on AI and ET techniques, including the selection of semen or embryos, and best practices to enhance the
chances of successful breeding. They may also offer guidance on crossbreeding strategies.

Feed and nutrition consultants specialize in crafting diets, balancing rations, analysing feed efficiency, assessing forage
quality, and providing supplementation advice. They also monitor and adjust diets as necessary. Typically, feed
companies employ their own consultants for these purposes.

Veterinary services are crucial, offering routine health check-ups, hygiene and reproductive health management,
vaccinations, and parasite control programs. Veterinarians also play a significant role in managing and preventing the
spread of infectious diseases within the herd. Their services often include strategies to prevent nutritional deficiencies,
supported by laboratory analysis services. Hoof trimmers are responsible for maintaining the hoof health of the herd.

Dairy technology suppliers provide and support a wide range of equipment for farm buildings, milking, watering, feed
and waste management systems, cooling, and milk storage, as well as cutting-edge technology for monitoring the health,
welfare, and milk production of cattle.

Sustainability and environmental consultants offer services aimed at bolstering environmental stewardship on dairy
farms. They focus on promoting sustainable practices and ensuring adherence to environmental regulations.

Relying on specialized expertise in specific aspects of farming

Quote of the farmer:
“I am well-versed in most subjects. For the few matters I'm unfamiliar with, I 

consult a specialist. …” 

Background
Dairy farming is a complex enterprise that requires expertise in areas such as animal health,
breeding, nutrition, and environmental management. External service providers contribute
specialiSed knowledge and abilities that might not be present internally, and they also play a
critical role in ensuring regulatory compliance and promoting sustainability.
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Positive features, specific advice and investment
Dairy farmers have access to a wide range of service providers, both
domestic and international, to address nearly all of their operational
challenges and service requirements. It is recommended to regularly monitor
the market and consider alternating between service providers, or even
employing multiple providers for the same service, to optimize outcomes.
The market may feature a variety of service providers specialising in the same
area. Typically, the selection is based on references, expertise, cost-benefit
analysis, and service availability. The employment of a specialised service is
contingent upon the nature of the task, the frequency of need, and the value
derived from the cost-benefit analysis.

Assessment of method

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and
innovation programme under grant agreement N° 101000770.

1

2

3

4

5

Economic
resilience

Social resilience

Technical
efficiency

Environment
Animal welfare

and health

Other societal
perception

Readiness and
acceptability

Score experts


